INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-02
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP CODE CHAPTER 284 SECTION 8  TO BAN LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES AND LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC SCOOTERS ON BICYCLE PATHS, AND TO BAN MOTORIZED BICYCLES AND MOTORIZED SCOOTERS IN PARKS.

WHEREAS, Independence Township has experienced an increase in the use of electric and motorized bicycles, scooters, and similar vehicles and devices on its public streets, sidewalks, paths, parks, and places of public business and recreation; and
WHEREAS, the use of electric and motorized bicycles, scooters, and similar vehicles and devices has drastically increased the risk of serious injury to those utilizing these vehicles and devices, as well as pedestrians and motorists navigating the sidewalks and roadways; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.12 provides that “motorized scooters,” as that term is defined by
N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, are not permitted to be operated on any public streets, highways, sidewalks, or public property or lands, except for operators with mobility-related disabilities; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.3 regulates the operation of “motorized bicycles,” as that term is defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, on public streets, highways, and sidewalks; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16 regulates the operation of “low-speed electric bicycles” and “low-speed electric scooters,” as those terms are defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, on public streets, highways, roadways, bicycle paths, and trails; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Independence Township desires to amend the section of  the Township Code to prohibit the operation of electric and motorized bicycles, scooters, and similar vehicles and devices on or about Township parks and/or recreation areas as permitted by State law, including bicycle paths;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of Independence Township, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows:
SECTION I. The Township Code § 284-8 is hereby amended by adding:

(28) Operate any “motorized bicycle,” as that term is defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, upon any bicycle path, or upon any trail as specified by N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16(e).

(29) Operate any “motorized scooter,” as that term is defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, upon any bicycle path, or upon any trail as specified by N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16(e); provided that this provision does not apply to physically disabled persons.

(30) Operate any “low-speed electric bicycle,” as that term is defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, upon any bicycle path, or upon any trail as specified by N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16(e).

(31) Operate any “low-speed electric scooter,” as that term is defined by N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, upon any bicycle path, or upon any trail as specified by N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16(e).

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of Independence Township heretofore adopted that are in conflict or inconsistent with any part of the terms and provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency.
SECTION III. In the event any section, part, or provision of this ordinance shall be held unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV. This ordinance is effective immediately upon its final passage, approval, and publication in the manner permitted by law.





ATTEST:	TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF INDEPENDENCE


Dena M. Hrebenak, RMC	Robert M Giordano
Clerk/Administrator	Mayor

CERTIFICATON:
I, Dena M. Hrebenak Municipal Clerk/Administrator of the Township of Independence, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the Independence Township Committee introduced the foregoing Ordinance, on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM. Second reading, public discussion and final passage will be considered at the regular meeting of the Independence Township Committee to be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM at Independence Administrative Offices, 286-B Route 46, Great Meadows, N.J. 07838


Dena M Hrebenak, RMC
Clerk/Administrator
