
 
INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

Meeting held at the Municipal Building, Great Meadows, NJ. 
September 8, 2015   7:00 p.m. 

 
This is a regular meeting of the Township Committee of Independence Township, 
Warren County, New Jersey.  This meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert 
Giordano at 7:01 p.m. with the following announcement:  “Adequate notice of this 
meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by providing a 
schedule of regular meetings to the Star Gazette and The Express Times, posting a copy 
thereof on the Township bulletin board and filing a copy thereof in the office of the 
Municipal Clerk.”  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor 
Giordano. 
  
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Mayor Robert Giordano, Deputy Mayor Glenn Williams, Carmen Feula,  
     Bonnie Kelsey, Glenn Cougle and Debi Hrebenak.  Also present were  
                Attorney Leslie Parikh and Engineer Michael Finelli 
 
Engineer Finelli presented the bid award for Russling Road Top Line has been awarded 
the contract for $ 215,026.95, per CFO, Kevin Lifer the budget for the project is  
$ 265,000.00, Alan Shimchook, DPW Supervisor agreed to complete the alternate bid 
items.  Per Finelli this project will be completed by the end of the year. 

Resolution No. 15-67 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID AND AWARDING RUSSLING ROAD,  
SECTION 1 RESURFACING PROJECT TO TOP LINE CONSTRUCTION 

CORP.  
FOR BASE BID ITEMS ONLY 

WHEREAS, on Friday, September 4, 2015, field bids were received, opened and 
read for the resurfacing of Russling Road, Section 1, in accordance with the plans and 
specifications; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has recorded the summary of the results 
described herein as: 

       CONTRACTOR                            TOTAL BID FOR BASE BID 
ITEMS 

Top Line Construction $215,026.95 

Tilcon New York, Inc. $341,111.55 

 

 WHEREAS, the bid of Top Line Construction, the lowest responsible bidder, is 
within the Township Engineer’s estimate for this project; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has reviewed and approved the bid of Top 
Line Construction; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Attorney has reviewed and approved the bid of Top 
Line Construction; and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available for 
this purpose. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Independence, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the contract, in 
the amount of $215,026.95, for the base bid for  



Resurfacing of Russling Road, Section 1 

Be awarded to:    Top Line Construction Corp. 
    22 Fifth Street 

    Somerville, NJ 08876 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Feula to award contract to Top Line Contractors.   Mrs. 
Kelsey seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
MINUTES:  Per the Mayor and Township Committee minutes are to be held. 
 
Resolution 15-60: APPOINTMENTS/ PATROLMAN  
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Independence 
the following appointments/adjustments are hereby made:  

Julius Somogyi-Patrolman (6
t

) Six Class, at a rate of $ 49,847.98 per annum effective 
September 12, 2015.  
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Williams to adopt Resolution 15-60 as written.   
Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Resolution 15-61: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF A CERTAIN 
1996 FORD DUMP TRUCK NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC PURPOSE 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Independence has determined that it has a 1996 Ford Dump 
Truck, VIN# 1FDYK 80E8T VA152 80, that is no longer needed for public use; and  
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36(s) allows a public entity by resolution to sell personal 
property no longer needed for public use to another contracting unit without 
advertisement or auction; and 
 
WHEREAS, Liberty Township has expressed an interest to purchase the 1996 Ford 
Dump Truck for a purchase price of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00); and 
 
WHEREAS, the vehicle is to be sold as is.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee 

of Independence Township as follows: 
 
1. The 1996 Ford Dump Truck, VIN# 1FDYK 80E8T VA152 80 is authorized 

to be sold to Liberty Township for the sum of five thousand dollars 
($5,000.00). 
 

Resolution 15-62: PTO/GMSD Tricky Tray  
 

WHEREAS, PTO GMRSD is registered by the State of New Jersey to 
operate legalized games of chance, 224-5-39333) and, 
 
WHEREAS, they have submitted an application for a Tricky Tray to be held 
on September 8, 2015 and all fees have been paid, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of 
the Township of Independence, that RA# 416 be issued to PTO GMRSD. 

 
Resolution 15-63:  PTO/GMRSD 50/50 Raffle  

 
 WHEREAS, PTO GMRSD is registered by the State of New Jersey to operate 
legalized games of chance, (224-5-39333) and, 
 
 WHEREAS, they have submitted an application for a 50/50 Raffle to be held on  
November 13, 2015 and all fees have been paid, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Independence, that RA# 415 be issued to PTO GMRSD. 
 
Resolution 15-64:  Tax Refund  
 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommends to the Township Committee that the necessary administrative 
action be taken to authorize a refund of the following: 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Independence Township Committee, that the following 
refunds be made: 
 
Block Lot  Name/Address    Reason      Total  
 
4 22 C0084  Corelogic Tax Service  Duplicate payment   $     69.56 
   Attn: Refunds  
   One Corelogic Dr. 
   West Lake, TX 76262 
 
6.01 405  Corelogic Tax Service  Duplicate payment   $ 1,715.72 
   Attn: Refunds  
   One Corelogic Dr. 
   West Lake, TX 76262 
 
6.01 420  Robert & Caroline Pier  Duplicate payment $ 1,031.79 
   420 Chapman Ct. 
   Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
 
14 12 Q0024 Pio Costa, Rosalind Trust  2015 Overbill  $   133.92 
   c/o R. Pio Costa 
   PO Box 1374 
   West Caldwell, NJ 07007 
 
23 3 Q0051  Anton Company LP  2015 Overbill  $   356.21 
   15 Rensselaer Rd 
   Essex Fells, NJ 07021 
 
3000 2  Verizon New Jersey  2015 Overbill  $ 6,157.71 
   PO Box 2749 
   Addison, TX 75001 
            
   Total to be refunded     $ 9,464.91      
 
Resolution 15-66: APPOINTMENT  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Independence the 
following appointment is hereby made: Whereas the Township Committee recognizes the 
importance and the need for additional staffing in the Township of Independence Recreation 
Office to assist the Recreation Director, this is Centenary College Internship Program, that 
Abiodun Lawai, be appointed to serve as the Intern for the Recreation Department for 2015.  

Resolution 15-66:   Approval of Junior Fire Department Member 
     (Michael S Harchar) 
WHEREAS, there is a need for members on the Independence Volunteer Fire 
Department; and 
 



Whereas, Michael S Harchar has made application for membership to the Fire 
Department and has been approved by the Membership Committee; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Independence, that Michael S Harchar is hereby approved as a Junior 
member of the Independence Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Williams to adopt Resolutions 15-61 thru 15-66 as 
written.   Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
Resolution Liquor License Person-To-Person Transfer 
 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Person-To-Person Transfer of Plenary 
Retail Consumption License Number 2112-33-001-010, heretofore issued to Giller Peter 
1 for premises located at 86 Route 46, Hackettstown N.J. 07840; 
 
WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees 
have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards 
established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, 
as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed the source of 
all funds used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Independence does hereby approve, effective August 11, 2015, the transfer 
of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License to Zoeys LLC, and does hereby 
direct the Township Clerk/A.B.C. Board Secretary to endorse the license certificate to the 
new ownership as follows:  “This license, subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby 
transferred to Zoeys LLC, effective August 11, 2015.” 
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Williams to adopt Person-To-Person Transfer as 
written.   Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  
Tax Collector - submitted 
Construction/Zoning – submitted 
Environmental-submitted  
Treasurer – No report 
Recreation/Green Acres – Everything is going fine Rec Desk is up and running, meeting 
date has been changed to the First Thursday of the month at 7:00pm  
Police – submitted    
Emergency Services – No report. 
DPW – submitted   
Municipal Clerk- submitted 
Land Use Board – nothing to report 
Seniors – lack of Seniors coming to the Center 
Board of Education – Nothing to report. 
 
 



PROFESSIONAL REPORTS:   
 
Attorney Parikh:  Report submitted/Executive Session requested 
 
Engineer Finelli:  Report Submitted/DOT Grant Application is due October 20, 2015 for 
2016.  Mr. Finelli spoke about the Stormwater Management Plan 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Feula to approve the DOT Grant application for Mt. Rascal 
Road (Hackettstown End) and Russling Road (next section).  Mrs. Kelsey seconded the 
motion with roll call as follows: 
 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with four (4) affirmative votes. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Kelsey to approve Mr. Finelli to bid the Russling Road 
project.  Mr. Feula seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with four (4) affirmative votes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   

 The following items still pending: 
 
 Kelly Lamont-B1/l 05  93 Russling Road 
 Carmen and Glenn Cougle to discuss issues with homeowner 

   
  Ceri Carr-B 8/L 26   115 Mt. Rascal Road 
  Carmen and Glenn Cougle to discuss issues with homeowner 
 
Second Reading/Public Comment 
    Ordinance 2015-06 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
INDEPENDENCE, COUNTY OF WARREN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND 

PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 284  OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF INDEPENDENCE CODE 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Feula to open Ordinance 2015-06 for public 
discussion. Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 

Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor 
Giordano 
Nays: None recorded 
Abstain:  None recorded 

Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
Hearing no public comment a motion was made by Mr. Cougle to close the public 
hearing.  Mr. Feula seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 

Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor 
Giordano 
Nays:  None recorded 
Abstain:  None recorded 

Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Feula to adopt Ordinance 2015-06 as presented.  
M r .  C o u g l e  seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 

Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor  Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor 
Giordano 
Nays:  None recorded 



Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
  
 Mayor Giordano with the consent of the Township Committee made the 
following appointment:  Melissa Milano to serve on the Land Use Board filling a vacancy  
 
Introduce/First Reading 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-07 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NOT 

NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Independence is the owner of certain real property known 
as Block _10, Lot_22.02_ located along St. Petersburg Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the real property known as Block 10_, Lot 22.02_ is _1.94_acres and 
located within the R-3 Zone. The R-3_ Zone requires a minimum lot size of three (3) 
acres; and  
 
WHEREAS, the lot in question is vacant land with the exception of a certain personal 
property abandoned by the previous owner and which consists of dilapidated sheds, and 
other personal property of no value including, but not limited to, broken glass, water 
soaked books, broken crockery, etc.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is desirous to sell the land and is authorized to do so pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5); and 
 
WHEREAS, the property being offered for sale is less than the minimum size required 
for development under the Independence Township zoning ordinance and is without any 
capital improvements thereon.  Additionally there is a total of two contiguous land 
owners and the sale is authorized at an amount that is at least equal to the fair market 
value of the property, as determined by an appraisal.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of 
Independence Township as follows: 
 
1. The property owned by the Township that is designated as Block 10, Lot_22.02, 
is authorized to be offered at private auction to all adjoining landowners, in writing, by 
notice sent to such landowners within ten (10) days of the effective date of this 
Ordinance.  Said notice shall provide that all such landowners shall have twenty (20) 
days from the date such notice to submit a written offer to the Township for the purchase 
of such property, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5). 
 
2.   The sale of the property will be considered “as is” and will require the purchasing 
party to clear all debris and abandoned property on the parcel in a manner that brings the 
property into compliance with all applicable maintenance and nuisance provisions of the 
Township Code.  
 
3.   The sale of the property shall be conditioned upon a deed restriction prohibiting 
residential construction. 
 
4. The Township of Independence reserves the right to accept the highest bid or to 
reject all bids. 
 
5. Upon acceptance of the highest bid, the successful bidder shall be required to 
deposit ten percent (10%) of the purchase price by either cash or certified funds. The 
remainder of the purchase price shall be paid in cash or certified funds within thirty (30) 
days of acceptance of the bid. 
 



 Take notice, the foregoing Ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading 
by the Independence Township Committee at the regular monthly meeting on 
September 8, 2015 which Ordinance shall be given further consideration for final 
passage following a public hearing to be conducted thereon at its regular monthly 
meeting to be held on October 13, 2015 at The Independence Township 
Administrative Offices, 286-B Route 46, Great Meadows, New Jersey 07838. 
 
Deputy Mayor Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-07 on First Reading as 
written. Mr. Feula seconded the motion with roll call as follows: 
 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Cindy Neumann-Econo Motel Rt. # 46, questions concerning all the activity outside this 
establishment 
Steve Wiseman-explained as a motorcycle driver asked about an ordinance pertaining to 
grass clippings put on the road this is a hazardous condition, Chief Riley to review the 
ordinances.  
 
BILLS:  A motion was made by Mrs. Kelsey to pay the bills as presented.  Mr. Feula 
seconded the motion with roll call as follows:   
 
Ayes:  Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  8:15 pm – 9:55 pm 
WHEREAS: N.J.S. 2:4-12, Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  
  
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Independence, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
The public shall be excluded from discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matters; 
 
The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 
 
    Personnel/Litigation matters 
 
It is anticipated at this time that the above matter will be made public upon completion of 
the matter discussed. 
 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Kelsey to enter into executive session at 8:15pm, seconded 
by Mr. Cougle followed by a roll call of all ayes. 
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Williams at 9:55 p.m. to exit the executive 
session, seconded by Mr. Cougle followed by a roll call of all ayes. 
 
Mayor Giordano stated personnel and litigation matters were discussed no action taken.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Williams to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:00 p.m.  Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows. 
 
Ayes:  Deputy Mayor Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Mayor Giordano 
 Nays:  None recorded 
 Abstain:  None recorded 
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deborah M. Hrebenak, RMC/CMR 
Municipal Clerk  
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