INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
Meeting held at the Municipal Building, Great Meadows, NJ,
January 13,2015  7:00 p.m.

This is regular meeting of the Township Committee of Independence Township, Warren
County, New Jersey. This meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert Giordano at
7:00 p.m. with the following announcement: “Adequate notice of this meeting was given
in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by providing a schedule of regular
meetings to the Star Gazette and The Express Times, posting a copy thereof on the
Township bulletin board and filing a copy thereof in the office of the Municipal Clerk.”
The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Giordano.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Mayor Robert Giordano, Carmen Feula, Bonnie Kelsey, Glenn Williams, Glenn
Cougle. Also present were Attorney Leslie Parikh, Engineer Michael Finelli and
Deborah Hrebenak

Absent: None recorded.

Dan Stroessenreuther, President Colonial Little League came before the Mayor and
Township Committee with a complaint concerning Field Usage, the situation has been
ongoing for over a year with the same problems, after a very lengthy discussion,
including Field Use Application, field time, usage of equipment, lack of communication
with the Recreation Director. Mayor Giordano and the Township Committee
recommended Dan go to the Recreation Commission with the complaint.

Consent Agenda:
Resolution 15-12: Lienholder Refund Block 20/Lot 1

WHEREAS, The Tax Collector recommends to the Township Committee that the
necessary administrative action be taken to authorize a refund to the following lienholder.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Independence Township
Committee, that the following refunds be made:

Lien
Block/Lot Lien# Name/Address Amount Interest Premium Total Refund
20/1 2012-06 FWDSL & Associates LP  $59,641.96 $10,728.27 $15,000.00 $ 85,370.23
5 Cold Hill Rd S Suite 11
Mendham, NJ 07945
Total amount to be refunded $ 85,370.23

Resolution 15-13: Tax Refund

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommends to the Township Committee that the
necessary administrative action be taken to authorize a refund of the following:

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Independence Township
Committee, that the following refunds be made:

Block Lot Name/Address Reason Total
1501 11 IMUA Payment made to remove from tax sale $ 766.34
P.O. Box 164

Great Meadows, NJ 07838

Total to be refunded $ 766.34

Resolution 15-14: Appropriation Transfers-attached



A motion was made by Mr. Williams to adopt Resolutions 15-12 thru 15-14 as written.
Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows:

Ayes: Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Mr. Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano
Nays: None recorded
Abstain: None recorded

Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Tax Collector — Report submitted

Construction/Zoning —Report submitted

Environmental — No Meeting

Recreation/Green Acres — No Meeting

Police — Report has been submitted. Chief Riley reported on the Hazard Mitigation Plan
with Warren County meeting set for January 22, 2015.

Emergency Services —no report

DPW - Report submitted

Municipal Clerk — complaints received concerning field usage and Township policy
Land Use Board — Meeting with Roes Island, 2 %2 hours of testimony applicant asked for
deferment 10:45pm

Seniors — Mr. Walter gave a report.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTS:

Attorney Parikh: Report submitted.

Engineer Finelli: Report submitted. County has requested a meeting with Township
Engineer and Committee with reference to Roosevelt Ave parking by the Morris Canal
Greenway. Committeeman Cougle requested that he and Committeeman Feula review
the parking situation with Chief Riley, DPW Supervisor Alan Shimchook and the County
Planner, they will report back to the committee.

OLD BUSINESS:
None

NEW BUSINESS:
Board and Commission Appointments:
Recreation Commission
Michael Danza Term 2Yr. Exp. 12.31.16

Warren County Municipal and Charitable Conservancy Trust Fund Committee
Cindy Neumann Term 2Yr. Exp. 12.31.16

Introduce Ordinance 2015-01

CALENDAR YEAR 2015 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.Aee 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq.,
provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any
increase in said budget to 1.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over
the previous year's final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, NJ.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when
authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final
appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in
either of the next two succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Township of Independence in the
County of Warren finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2015 budget by up
to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the
health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that a 2.0 percent
increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $55,292.08 in excess of the increase in



final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable
and necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that any amount
authorized herein above that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the
Township of Independence, County of Warren, a majority of the full authorized
membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2015
budget year, the [mal appropriations of the Township of Independence shall, in
accordance with this ordinance and NJ.S.A. 40A:40-45.14, be increased by 3.5%
amounting to $96,761.14, and that the CY 2015 municipal budget for the Township of
Independence be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove
that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as
introduced be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this ordinance upon
adoption, with the recorded vote thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after
such adoption.

Motion was made by Mr. Feula to introduce Ordinance 2015-01 for First Reading. Mr,
Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows:

Ayes: Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Mr. Williams, Mr. Cougle, Mayor Giordano
Nays: None recorded
Abstain: None recorded

Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes.

PUBLIC COMMENT: George Ulmer thanks everyone for help with the donation to the
food bank, George also reminded the Township Committee about the Eagle Scout project
at the Vienna Methodist Church Community Center the scout made a Softball Filed for
First Responders. Mr. Cullen suggested changing the fee amounts for field usage.

Mr. Cummins stated this is an ongoing problem with field usage and recreation.

Mr. Stroessenreuther again stressed how the recreation commission lost money

($ 1,000.00) last year because the Colonial League was refused field usage by

Mr. Spender.

BILLS: A motion was made by Mr. Cougle to pay the bills as presented. Mrs. Kelsey
seconded the motion with roll call as follows:

Ayes: Mr. Feula, Mr. Williams, Mrs. Kelsey, Mr. Cougle, and Mayor Giordano
Nays: None recorded
Abstain: None recorded

Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Mr. Williams to adjourn the meeting at
8:45pm. Mr. Cougle seconded the motion with roll call as follows:
Ayes: Mr. Feula, Mrs. Kelsey, Mr. Cougle, Mr. Williams, Mayor Giordano
Nays: None recorded
Abstain: None recorded
Motion carries with five (5) affirmative votes.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah M. Hrebenak, RMC
Municipal Clerk/Administrator



