
TOWNSHIP OF INDEPENDENCE 

Zoning Permit Application 


.. Please submit all ofthe following information to the Zoning Office in person, or by mail to the 
address below. Incomplete applications may be rejected due to time constraints. 
FEE $35.00 Received Check Cash'----­
TO SCALE (Show approximate locations for all existing & Proposed structures, dimensions, height and 
setbacks from other Buildings and lot lines.) 

_ENGINEERING APPROVAL (ifapplicable) _SITE PLAN/copy ofPROPERTY SURVEY 
__BUILDING PLANSIFLOOR PLAN SKETCH (Required for new homes, offices & additions) 

APPLICATION COMPLETE. Ready for max. lO-day review ______________ 
Zoning Officer's Signature Date 

A. APPLICANT INFORMATION 	 B. PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Name: 	 Property Owner:____________ 
----------------~------

Mailing Address:________ Location:___________________ 

Block:______--:Lot(s)______ 

Phone Number 	 Lot Size Zone------- ­
(Daytime only,please)-··--..- ­

C. PROPOSED STRUCTURE OR USE (Example: "open deck" "addition" "shed" "new business"*) 

Description: ______________________---______________ 
$___---'Proposed Cost Check one: __Principal Use __Accessory Use 

• 	 Applications for new business or change ofuse will require an additional application obtained 
from this office. 
The property owner shall be responsible for the accuracy of the setbacks as noted below • 

and on the survey for all additions, accessory structures (inc. pools) and accessory bldgs. 

Dimensions:_________________---'-_Height____ Square Footage _____ 

Setbacks (in feet) FRONT___ REAR'----­

(Distance ofproposed structure from lot lines) SIDE SIDE____ 
(left) (right) 

D. HAVE YOU RECEIVED A VARIANCE/SITE PLAN APROVAL FOR THIS PROPERTY IN TIffi 
PAST? (if YES, please attach a copy ofresolution, approval site plan and/or other approvals) 

E. I Hereby CertifY that Everything Presented in this Application Package is True to the Best ofMy 
Knowledge & Grant Permissioft to Inspect Subject Premises, ifNecessary, for Review: 

Applicant's Signature Date Property Owner Signature 	 Date 

TFUS PERMIT IS HEREBY ISSUEDIDENIED PERMIT #:____ 

Zoning Official's Signature Date 
COMMENTS/CONDITIONS: 

. Please N ott: In addition to applicable building permits, applicant is responsible for obtaining all 
associated local, county and/or state approvals as required by law. 
Attn: Zoning Officer, Independence Township, 286-B Route 46, Great Meadows, NJ 07838 Phone: 908-637-4133IFax 908-637-8844 



Independence Township 
908-637-4133 Ext. 1023 


Fax 908-637-0151 

Hours: Wednesday 7-9AM 


"HOW TO" ZONING 

When considering changes to your property in Independence Township, you 
will most likely require both zoning and construction permits. Below is a 
general outline ofwhen a zoning permit is required and how to obtain one. 

COMMON ZONING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

Change of use- Residential Any increase in height or sq. footage 
i.e. converting a garage to an Garages/Barns 
office/living space or an attic Sheds of any size 
to a bedroom. Decks/Gazebos 
Change of use - Commercial Additions 
i.e. converting a building or unit Fences & Walls 
from storage to retail or professional Erection of Signs 
office. Pools and Hot tubs 
New Residence 
See "How To" New Homes 

(This is not an inclusive list. If the work you would like to perform is not listed above, it 
is your responsibility to ask the Zoning Official if a permit is required). 

WHEN A ZONING PERMIT IS REQUIRED 

Fill out a Zoning Permit Application which can be obtained at the Municipal Building 

and submit it to: David Diehl, Zoning Officer along with a plot plan with the proposed 

addition/change drawn where it will be located (a copy of your surveyor an accurately 

hand drawn site map showing your boundary lines may be acceptable for residential 

applications). 


Independence Township consists of various zoning districts. 

Attached is a chart listing the general bulk requirements for each zone in the Township. 


This is a general guide and it shall be noted the zoning permit does not release the 

applicant of any responsibility to obtain any other permits or necessary approvals (local, 

county or state). 




LAND DEVELOPMENT 

255 Attachment 1 
Township of Independence 

Schedule of Limitations 

[Amended 12-28·1989 by Ord. No. 89-28; 7-29·1991; 7-8·1997 by Ord. No. 97·8; 


10-14-1997 by Ord. No. 97-12; 10-13-1998 by Ord. No. 98-6; 9-14-1999 by Ord. No. 99-4; 6-16-2003 by Ord. No. 03-91 


Zone Lot Size 

Lot Width 
Measured at 

Setback 
(feet) 

Front Yard Setback 
From Right-of-Way 

(feet) 
Rear Yard 

(feet) 
Side Yard 

(feet) 

Building 
Height 
(feet)6 

Minimum Unit 
Floor Area 

(square feet) 
Maximum Lot 

Coverage 
Gross Density 
Units per Acre 

i 

AR 10 acres 400 100 50 50 35 1 1,000 0.1 
R-2 2 acres 200 654 50 30 35 1,000 10% 0.5 
R-I 1 acre 150 504 30 30 35 1,000 10% 1.0 
R-1/2 20,000 

square feet 
100 35 30 25 35 1,000 15% 0.46 i 

R-3 3 acres 300 75 75 50 35 1,000 10% 0.333 
R-4 4 acres 350 100 75 50 35 2,000 10% 0.25 
PRD-4 
PRD-IH 
PSCRD 
PRD-SC 

See § 116-99.1 
See § 116-99.2 
See § 116-99.3 
See'§ 116c99 

RM 10 acres 450 65 from public right-of­
way, 30 from interior 
development roadway 

60 60 from other 
structures 

35 As provided in 
RM regulations 

40% 8.0 

B I acre ISO 603 25 25 35 - ·50% -
COMIPROF 10 acres 400 150 75 75 35 - 50% -

r 2 acres 250 75 502 752 35 - 30% -
IL 5 acres 300 75 50 75 35 - 30% -
OIlL 5 acres 300 75 50 75 35 - 50% -
B/[UWT Same as for OIIL 
OR 3 acres 200 655 50 50 35 - 30o/t,_, .. -
NOTES: 
I 	 Except for farms or public buildings. (5) No more than two flagstaffs shall be located together. ,.\ 

Yards shall be 100 feet where property adjoins any R Zone. (6) 	 Except as hereinbefore provided, flagstaffs on the same side of the road shall be less than 300 
feet apart in the R-I Zone and 400 feet apart in the R-2 Zone..Parking is permitted in the front yard. 

(7) 	 No flag-shaped lots shall have their access from a cul-de-sac turnaround, 
4 	 Flag-shaped lots with minimum frontage of40 feet are permitted, provided that: 

(8) 	 The flag lot shall not hinder or impede access to adjacent properties or interfere with the (I) 	The interior portion of a flat lot in the R-I Zone conforms to area, lot and yard requirements of 
circulation plan element of the Township or County Master Plan. the R-2 Zone and the interior portion of a nag lot in the R-2 Zone shall conform to the area, lot 


requirements of the R-3 Zone. 
 Front yard setback of 65 feet applies to structures with no front yard parking. If front yard parking 
is provided, the parking spaee front yard is 50 feet. road fromage is 40 feet. 

staff shall not be less than 150 feet in length. 6 In all residential zones, no! to exceed 24 feet from'the finished grade of the structure to the eave of 

lot shall have its own accessway, except that two adjoining flat lots may share the the roof surface, exclusive ofchimneys, antennas and other similar fixtures. 
provided that the total frontage is 80 feet. 
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Independence Township 

"HOW TO" WITH ZONING - NEW HOMES 

When considering building a new home in Independence Township, the following is a 
general overview of requirements prior to applying for and/or approval from zoning 

1. 	 Survey/site plan with layout of proposed dwelling, well, septic, driveway and 
setbacks (front, side and rear) 

2. 	 Warren County Board of Health approval for well and septic with approved 
bedrooms. 

3. 	 Warren County Soil Conservation District letter as to disturbance (with 
approved plans or exemption) 

4. 	 Set of house plans (can be unsealed) for review/file as to building size, height, 
layout/bedrooms 

5. 	 Driveway Copy of County access pennit if applicable and Township access 
pennit from Finelli Consulting Engineers (Township Engineers) 908-835­
9500 

6. 	 Completed zoning application with the required $35.00 fee. Checks made 
payable to Independence Township 

7. 	 Letter as to wetlands if applicable. 
a. 	 Letter ofInterpretation (L.O.I.) or 
b. 	 Letter of Exemption (L.O.E. or 
c. 	 Certified letter from professional engineer or surveyor stating reasons 

why the above is not required. (You may want to clarify, confirm if 
this will be acceptable to the Construction Official). 

a) 	 and b) issued by the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection 

It shall be noted, a Zoning Permit does not release the applicant of any responsibility to 
obtain any other permits or necessary approvals. 

Warren County Health Department Warren County Engineering Office 
700 Oxford Rd. Rt. 625 Michael Iannitelli 
Oxford, NJ 07863 165 County Rt. 519South 
908-475-7960 Belvidere, NJ 07823 

908-475-6545 

WC Soil Conservation District NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection 
224 W. Stiger St. Coastal & Land Use Compliance &Enforcement 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 401 East State St., PO Box 422 
908-852-2579 Trenton, NJ 08625-0422 

Main 609-292-1240 Land Use 609-292-0060 


